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Rocklin Academy Announces Speech Contest Winners 

 
Rocklin, CA – Rocklin Academy charter public school held its Second Annual Public Speaking Contest 

recently.  Out of more than 150 entrants, teachers selected 14 finalists in Fourth through Sixth Grade to 

present their speeches to a panel of Academy judges.     

• Lena Rohde, Sixth Grade, won first place for her expository speech on the social effect of the 

rock and pop group, The Beatles, on history and modern culture. 

• Samie Hill, Fourth Grade, won second place for her efforts to persuade the audience to use less 

gasoline in order to bolster the U.S. economy. 

• Haley Vanderloo, Fourth Grade, won third place for her persuasive speech on why smoking 

cigarettes should be illegal in the United States. 

Rocklin Academy students participate in the Public Speaking Contest beginning in Fourth Grade and 

finalists are videotaped during final competition. 

“Public speaking is an art that requires quick thinking, self-confidence, and great organizational skills,” 

said Catherine Klein, Rocklin Academy Fourth Grade teacher and speech contest moderator. “We’re 

proud to offer a program where children can practice their skills, gain feedback, and acquire the tools 

necessary to become outstanding public speakers.” 

Rocklin Academy is a tuition-free public elementary school open to all that operates on two shared 

campuses.    Rocklin Academy Turnstone Way campus and Rocklin Academy Meyers Street campus are 

the first public schools in the greater Sacramento area to offer the nationally recognized Core 

Knowledge curriculum and also offer Saxon Math, Junior Great Books, and Spanish language 

instruction beginning in Kindergarten.  Rocklin Academy’s Academic Performance Index (API) score 

of 938 is the highest API of all schools in Placer County for the second consecutive year.  The Academy 

also continues as the highest-scoring school in Rocklin for the last six years.  

 

Rocklin Academy Turnstone Way campus serves 370 students in Kindergarten through Sixth Grade.  

Rocklin Academy Meyers Street campus opened in August 2007 with a full-day Kindergarten program 

serving 20 students and will expand through Sixth Grade.   
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